PLATE LXXXIV
THE BATHS OF CARACALLA

RESTORATION OF THE CENTRAL HALL OF THE
BATHS OF THE EMPEROR CARACALLA. The baths were
built in A. D. 211-16 in the southern part of the city of Rome.
Extensive ruins recently excavated allow of an accurate
restoration of the buildings. The baths (thermae) consisted
of a central building which contained beside the rooms for hot
(tepidarium and catdariwn) and cold (fngidarium) baths large
and beautifully adorned halls (see our figure), and of a spacious
court surrounded by porticoes and used for athletic contests
and sports. The front of the outer wall was occupied by
various shops, restaurants and bars, for the thousands of men
and women who (at separate hours) daily visited the baths.
The thermae, therefore, were a combination of baths, palaestra
and gymnasium, and of several club-houses. Books for the
use of the visitors were kept in some rooms of the building.
Many similar buildings were created by the Roman emperors
for the population of Rome. The earliest were built by
Agrippa, the next by Nero, then one after another by Titus,
Trajan, Caracalla, Severus Alexander, Decius, Diocletian, and
Constantine. Of most of them we have conspicuous ruins, the
most extensive and best preserved being those of the thermae
of Diocletian (on the Viminal). There was no one city in the
Roman Empire where there were no buildings of the same kind.
Pompeii had three large buildings of the kind, the small city
of Thamugadi (Timgad) in Africa several of them, &c. Early
3rd cent, A. D. After S. Iwanow.